AMCHP Celebrates 12 Percent Decline in U.S.
Infant Mortality Rate Since 2005
Calls for Continued Funding to Accelerate a Promising Trend
Washington, DC, April 17, 2013 - Today, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released
new data showing that following a plateau from 2000 through 2005, the U.S. infant mortality rate
declined 12 percent from 2005 through 2011. A copy of the data brief entitled Recent Declines in Infant
Mortality in the United States, 2005–2011 is available here.
Michael Fraser, PhD, CAE, Chief Executive Officer for the Association of Maternal & Child Health
Programs, highlighted this progress with the following statement:
“The recent decline in infant mortality is a public health success story deserving national recognition and
celebration. In short, we are helping more babies reach their first birthday than ever before and this is
great news.
The decline is also a strong indication that that public health efforts supported by the Title V Maternal and
Child Health Services Block Grant – along with other critical programs including Medicaid, the
Children's Health Insurance Program, WIC, Healthy Start, Community Health Centers, and critical efforts
of the CDC and the National Institutes of Health are making a difference in saving babies lives. The work
of dedicated public practitioners and health care providers is definitely paying off and, for that, AMCHP
and its members are extremely thankful.
Perhaps most encouraging is that the infant mortality rate declined the most (16 percent) for non-Hispanic
black women. This may be an indication that deliberate efforts to promote health equity are beginning to
create progress in reducing the alarming disparities between whites and blacks, but despite improvement
these gaps are still unacceptable and need heightened attention and investment to accelerate progress.
Furthermore, improvements realized in the last five years reflect investments policymakers made years
and even decades before. While this improvement is welcome news, budget cuts coinciding with the
economic downturn and the current sequestration cuts will undoubtedly create major challenges to sustain
this success. Accordingly, AMCHP calls on the administration and Congress to reverse years of eroded
public health funding, agree on a balanced approach to deficit reduction, and sustain critical investments
in the health of women, children, and families.”
For additional information on AMCHP’s work to reduce infant mortality and improve birth outcomes
please visit here.
###
The AMCHP mission is to support state maternal and child health programs and provide national
leadership on issues affecting women and children. For more information, please contact Brent Ewig,
Director of Policy, at bewig@amchp.org or call (202) 226.3041.

